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the course of the gathering, the following point was consistently emphasized, to paraphrase: “It’s not simply 
about making houses, but about constructing liveable and sustainable cities, and promoting active and 
responsible citizens capable of participating in the democratic management of their communities.” 
 
The event demonstrated the abundant accumulated experience among participants and highlighted that the 
next challenge is to convert this experience into solid policies capable of supporting the myriad of processes 
involved in the social production of habitat within a framework of the required institutional support for these 
processes.  
 
As envisioned, the closing panel, moderated by the Technical Secretary of CONAVI, included 
representatives from the: National Funding Institute for Workers’ Housing (INFONAVIT), Federal 
Mortgage Society (SHF), Social Development Secretariat (SEDESOL), National Fund for Popular or Low-
Income Housing (FONHAPO), Savings and Financial Services Bank (BANSEFI), Council of States Housing 
Agencies (CONOREVI), and the Housing Commission of Congress. Members of this panel reported on their 
current activities as well as their needed commitments to implement the new law for properly support the 
social production of habitat. 
 
There is a great deal of resources channeled into housing in Mexico, but more than half of the population is 
not served by these market-oriented programmes which benefit a limited number of developers and real 
estate companies. Moreover, the current policy of focused housing subsidies is not likely to be effective if 
they follow existing guidelines. 
 
To close, a representative of HIC-LA has been asked to record the recommendations and proposals emerging 
from the two days of presentations and debates at this national gathering in order to enable government 
authorities present to take note of the required next steps. These include several urgent tasks: the definition 
of an inclusive and comprehensive housing policy that includes a role for the state, that takes into account the 
needs of rural and urban residents, and that promotes institutional coordination in the housing sector (urban 
development, land, housing); the democratization, expansion and strengthening of participative spaces for 
interaction and decision-making among diverse actors in the housing sector; the development of a wide range 
of interventions (which seek to support and facilitate the existing diversity and flexibility in the social 
production of habitat, rather than promoting generic or “one-size-fits-all” solutions); the support for training 
and capacity-building among key social actors (especially for those occupying key public policy posts); and 
of course, the articulation of a land policy that meets the needs of the diverse forms of the social production 
of housing and habitat.  
 
The representative from CONAVI demonstrated her commitment to continue working together along this 
path by offering to hold such a national gathering once per year on a regular basis.  
 
To widen the dissemination of these issues and the agreements and proposals emerging from the national 
gathering, the organizers are preparing a compilation of the presentation and other kinds of written and 
audiovisual materials which will be made available in the next few weeks.  
 
 
 
 
For more information, please refer to: 

 

www.hic-al.org 
www.conavi.gob.mx 
www.uia.mx 
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